Sunday, 17th April, 2016 – Wesley
Good Shepherd Sunday
As Julia reminded us in this month’s Clarion today is Good Shepherd Sunday
In our reading from John’s gospel Jesus said: ‘I am the Good Shepherd, I know my own and my own know me.’

Let’s look at the responsibilities of a Good Shepherd!  All important
· 1) Feeding – making sure they have a good pasture and plenty of water

· 2) Delivering the lambs safely, nurturing them to develop physically into strong sheep

· 3) Leading and teaching them discipline to stay together and listen for the shepherds’ command

· 4) Finding the lost sheep

· 5) Keeping them clean from contamination

· 6) Gather them in at night for protection and be willing to put their life at risk for their sheep

Jesus explains that he is ‘The Good Shepherd’ whom God sent to minister to everyone.  His role was to show us how we should live in God’s Kingdom and how God’s love was there for everyone.
So going back to our list:

· 1) He started with his disciples and fed them the Good News and then they were spiritually nourished  with the Holy Spirit to carry on his work

· 2) He nurtured them in the beginning, teaching them about God’s love and the promise of Eternal Life for all.  Then when they had fully accepted the ‘Good Shepherd – the Messiah’ he knew they would live their faith out in action and spread the Good News.
· 3) He taught them how to pray to God and how to have a relationship with God; ‘Fellowship of the Flock’ is paramount in the Christian community.  They then nurtured the new disciples as he had nurtured them
· 4) By doing our best to follow his example of living a Christian life will keep us safe from temptation.  There is a real danger of getting swept along with the materialist attitudes of today’s society.  We have to constantly ask ourselves ‘What would Jesus do in this situation?  How would Jesus have reacted?

· 5) He challenged many of the old laws and traditions which had been distorted and had separated the people from God.   He reached out to all those on the margins of society.  God’s love is for all.  

· 6) He taught us to endeavour to follow his word and seek forgiveness for our sins – his gift to us was the ultimate sacrifice on the cross.
By looking at the actions of Jesus we have the supreme example of living the Christian life.  By his actions it was clear that he was the Messiah – The Good Shepherd sent by God.  In the same way our actions show who we are as our inner attitudes are expressed in our behaviour.

As we know he had many loyal followers both Jewish and Gentile.  He crossed all the old barriers to bring the word of God to the people.  This is the responsibility he has passed on to us.  We are his under shepherds and are called to follow his example.  He is our spiritual leader and like the Good Shepherd and his sheep there must be a true mutuality between shepherds and their sheep.  Through Jesus we are offered God’s mutual trust, openness, care and love.  Through our Christian family here at Wesley we must give encouragement and support to each other on our Christian Journey.  This is something I have always felt at Wesley and value very much indeed.
Last Sunday Jonathan spoke from his heart about his real relationship with God.  We can have a very deep knowledge of the scriptures in our head but to have a true relationship with God it has to come from the heart.  How is your heart relationship with God – I know mine has weak moments!
Last Sunday my son Cole went to the Methodist Church in Gidea Park and picked up a copy of their circuit Magazine and he passed it to me.  I would like to quote from the Superintendent’s letter as I think there is a message for us as we embark on our building development and how to get the best use from the building for the community.  I quote 
‘God the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity, who is filled with infinite love and goodness, truth and power; God the Holy Spirit was not sent into the world merely to help the church to have a good meeting.  The church was not created simply to have a service on a Sunday morning.  The meeting was created to equip the church for their task of serving Christ and serving the world.  
I know that at Wesley we are already effectively employed in doing the activity of Christ from Monday to Sunday.  

With our Building Development project we now have the opportunity to make our building more accessible in the 21st century and to encourage others to become disciples of ‘The Good Shepherd’. 
Therefore I finish with the saying of the German Lutheran pastor, Dietrich Bonhoeffer

 ‘The Church is the Church only when it exists for others.’

Our calling is to recognise the Good Shepherd and learn to follow his call.
Amen

