Sunday, 17th April, 2016 – Wesley
Good Shepherd Sunday
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Thank you Lord, that we belong, not only to this church family, but also to your worldwide family.

Help us to see our differences as reasons for praise, not for discrimination.

This coming week, as we go about our daily lives, meeting the people we always meet, meeting new people, we pray that we will actively be looking for reasons to praise you, and places to share your love.

Go before us, Lord.

Amen

Prayer of Confession

Lord Jesus, you have made us a family,

But we don’t always behave as one.

We are sorry.

Lord Jesus,

You have done amazing things,

But we don’t always behave as if 

We’ve seen them

We are sorry.

Lord Jesus,

You have told us the truth about God,

But we don’t always listen

We are sorry

Help us to hear you, to see you,

And to be brothers and sisters to each other.

AMEN

Prayers of Intercession
Lord, we bring our prayers to you now in faith.
We pray for those who don’t feel they belong anywhere;

For refugees; asylum seekers; homeless people on the street.

Help us not to look the other way when we see them.

We pray that we might be able to help them to see a chink of light at the end of their very dark tunnels.

We pray for people of other faiths, and of other denominations within our own faith.

We sometimes find it hard to accept them and their beliefs.

Help us genuinely to try to understand them, and to show them respect.

We pray for our church family.

We pray for the people sitting around us, that you will be with them in all their joys and sorrows.

We pray that we don’t become a holy huddle, and are welcoming to people on the fringe.

We pray for those facing illness, perhaps they have a sense or even fear of not belonging.

Help them to believe in you and your power to heal, physically, mentally and spiritually; and to know that you bring the promise of eternal life.

Amen

Blessing

Thank you, Lord, that you send us out

To turn our beliefs into actions.

You are with us, behind us, and in front.

We go now in your name, and in your love.

Amen
