Sunday, 24th July, 2016 – Wesley
Informal Talk – The Importance of Prayer

Exodus 32 v 9-14
We hear in this passage how Moses begs God not to destroy the Israelites even though they have again forsaken the God who led them safely out of captivity in Egypt.

This is one of the countless examples in Scripture of how prayer can make a difference.

Prayer is something I have struggled

I thought it had to be in a certain way

Then last year I took part in the week of accompanied prayer and through that week of discussions with my Spiritual Director I realised it does not have to be complicated

Prayer is a simple conversation with God our closest Friend

Sharing what is in your heart with our Friend. 
Prayer can be anywhere – running walking driving not set place

Token – holding cross 
A parable literally means ‘something laid alongside’

Therefore if we lay something beside another to teach a lesson that may be drawn from the fact that the things are alike or from the fact that the things are a contract to each other.

In this parable Jesus is contrasting ‘if an unwilling neighbour can give us what we need just because we are so persistent – how much more will God our loving Father give us!
William Barclay comments on this passage ‘If we do not receive what we pray for, it is not because God grudgingly refuses to give it but because he has some better thing for us.  

There is no such thing as unanswered prayer for even when it is a refusal it is the answer of the love and the wisdom of God.
Also if we do not knock the door cannot be opened!
If we do not seek we cannot find!

